
 
To: Families and Graduating Seniors 
From: Dr. H. Randall Dozier, Superintendent 
Date: May 7, 2020 
RE: Coronavirus Update 
 

• Governor McMaster’s most recent executive order 
encouraged some form of formal high school 
graduation ceremony, whether it be in person or 
virtual.  The South Carolina Department of Education 
was tasked with providing school districts guidance 
on how to proceed.  The following protocol reflects 
the South Carolina Department of Education 
guidelines. 

 

o Persons exhibiting any signs of illness, who 
are immunocompromised, or identified by the 
CDC as part of a high-risk population should not attend. 

o Graduating seniors will only receive two guest tickets. 
o Graduates will be given a face mask to wear during the ceremony.  It is 

recommended that they wear the masks. (Students will remove their masks when 
they walk across the stage so families will be able to see them and take photos.) 

o Seating must maintain the recommended six feet distance between 
attendees.  Stadium seats will be clearly marked and specific areas will be 
assigned for standing.  Designated additional car parking surrounding the stadium 
is available in a limited number.  The Principal will issue designated parking 
passes. 

 

• Lining up to enter the stadium: 

o Attendees must maintain six feet of separation.  All entrances will be marked to 
ensure appropriate spacing. 

o Attendees are encouraged to have and wear facemasks.  Facemasks will be 
available should you need one. 

o Attendees will be screened like all events with metal detectors by District security.  
Please also note that the following items will not be allowed:  umbrellas, packages, 
flowers, balloons, food or drink.  School Nurses will be available for wellness 
screenings. 



o GCSD School Resource Officers, law enforcement officials, and teachers will assist 
with ushering families to their seats and maintaining social distancing. 

o Hand sanitization tables will be located at each entrance and outside of the 
restrooms.  Attendees must sanitize their hands before entering the stadium. 

o The event will be live-streamed for maximum participation via FaceBook and FM 
radio. We are working on a possible drive-in theater approach on a limited basis. 

o The live stream will be recorded and available on each school’s and the district’s 
website. 

o Diplomas will be on a table and picked up by the graduate to eliminate person-to-
person contact.  

o After the ceremony, attendees will be released by row to ensure six feet of 
separation and disperse as quickly as possible. 

 

Howard Adult Education Center 

Thursday, May 28, 2020 – 9:00 a.m. 

Carvers Bay High School 

Monday, June 1, 2020 – 9:00 a.m. 

Andrews High School 

Tuesday, June 2, 2020 – 9:00 a.m. 

Georgetown High School 

Wednesday, June 3, 2020 – 9:00 a.m. 

Waccamaw High School 

Thursday, June 4, 2020 – 9:00 a.m. 

(Rain Dates – June 5 & 6, 2020, - 9:00 a.m.) 

Thank you for your patience and understanding.  We know how difficult a time this is and 
want you to know we are working diligently to make this the best possible experience 
considering the limitations and restrictions we face.  In closing, I must add that things are 
subject to change based on any future mandates from the Governor concerning the 
COVID-19 virus. 
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